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What Are Grade Standards?
e

Marketing Tools that provide:
Uniform definitions for determining levels of quality
Common language for trading
Classification of numerous characteristics

Grade (Quality)
Condition

A means of marking official USDA quality levels on
product labels

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Standards

e U.S. Grade Standards <‘:| US No. 1

- US Fancy, US No.1, US No. 1
http: //WW%I/V ams.usda. gov/AMSvl 0O/standards W
- FFV Grade Stds: Vegetables Fresh market, Fruit Fresh market, Vegetables
for Processing; Fruit for Processing; Nuts and Specialty Crops
e California Grade Standards
- Products produced and sold within the state
- Compare with U.S. Standards (Table 23.1)
- Honeydew melon; CA std has %SS requirement
e International Grade Standards
- OECD, European imports
- Extraclass, Class |, Class Il
e Industry Standards
- Standards between producers-processors
- Companies, cooperatives (banana, fresh-cut)
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Fresh Products Grading and Quality Certification
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Doe.—Markets T. Issued Scptember 10, 1917,

U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
BUREAU OF MARKETS,
CNARLES J. BRAND, CHIEE,

. POTATO GRADES RECOMMENDED

BY THE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

AND THE
UNITED STATES FOOD ADMINISTRATION.

Last updated November 21, 2008




Development/Revision

of U.S. Grade Standards
o1

Official Request

Gathering of Information from all
participants in the value chain

Discussion Draft for comment
Rulemaking—officially publish

Recently Published Standards:
.

- Mangos

- Leaf Lettuce (Field Grown)
- Pea Pods

- Mixed Standard

- Muscadine Grapes

- Cultivated Ginseng

- Peppers (other than sweet)
- Tomatoes (TOV)




o UnNited States Standards Inspection Instructions (Handbooks)

¥/ Agriculture

Agricultural fO r Gra de S O f % gﬁfvr‘::::‘m Peaches

Marketing paricusura Shipping Point and Market
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Inspection Instructions (Handbooks)

e Updated Jan 1998
e 28pp +diagrams +std
e Sample worksheet
e Sample certificate

== Cucumbers

Shipping Point and Market
Inspection Instructions

Stds to Facilitate Inspections

10% Total lot tolerance
CUCUMBERS | irccg ot o han 15 tcay
Total Off-gizo (incl. min length)- 10%
Including under min diameter - 5%
max dlamedar -5%
Fairly Well Colored
Not less than two-thirds of the surface of ”
the cucumbaer is of a medium green or GRADE DIAMETER LENGTH
darker color & U.S. Fancy 2-3Bn. max Bin._min
at least a light green color extends o 3 i
within one-half inch of the blossom end i B S5 Ml B ki
on one skde of the cucumber U.S No. 1 2-38 in. max (UOS) | §in. min (UOS)
Scars U.5. No. 1 Small 1102 in. min Ne requirements
Score as damage when aggregating more 2in. max
than the area of a circle 578 inch In 1 A
diametor on a cucumber § inches in thiy e A Larie ol £ )
length U.S No. 2 2-3/8 in. man (UOS) | 5 in. min (UOS)
Score as serious damage when

aggregating more than the area of a circle
1 inch in diameter on a cucumber §
inches in langth

Correspandingly smaller or greater areas
‘on smaller or larger cucumbors

Yellowing

Damage when any spat of yellow color
predominates over the grean

Sericus damage when the aggrogate area of
yellow eolor predominates over the green
oxceeds % inch In diamater

Pulled Stems

Score as damage when there Is any breaking of the flesh at

tthe stom end and aggregating more than the area % inch in

diameter, incl. the stem scar if stem has been removed.

Or- any breaking of the flesh at the stem end aggregating

more than 38 inch in diamater and over 178 inch in depth.

Or- any breaking of the flesh regardiess of area if more than %
inch in depth.

Sunken Areas

Score as damage whan the area sxceeds 38 inch in dismeter
(aggregate area)

Score as serious damage when the area exceeds 58 inch in

diamater (aggregate area)




Summaries of Stds to Facilitate Inspections

....Quality Defects- Shape PARTS OF A STANDARD

Top- Damage A SHAPES PERVISSIEL e or _
Center- Damage ° INDEX
Bottom- U.S. No. 1 (] G RADES

e TOLERANCES
e APPLICATION OF TOLERANCES
e DEFINITIONS

e EXTRAS (Size Requirements, Sample
Size, Standard Pack, etc.)

All cucumbers are
considered as d
[none serious damage)
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United States Standards for Grades of Peaches

May 21, 2004
Grades
51.1210 U.S. Fancy.
51.1211 U.S. Extra No. 1.
51.1212 U.S. No. 1.
51.1213 U.8. No. 2.
Tolerances
51.1214 Tolerances.
Application of Tolerances

51.1215 Application of tolerances to individual packages.

Size

51.1216 Size requirements.
Standard pack

51.1217 Standard pack.
Definitions

51.1218 Mature.

51.1219 Well formed.
51.1220 Leaf or limb rub injury.
51.1221 Damage.

51.1222 Serious damage.
51.1223 Badly misshapen.

Grades

§51.1210 U.S. Faney.

“U.8. Fancy” consists of peaches of one variety which are mature but not soft or overripe, well
formed and which are free from decay, bacterial spot, cuts which are not healed, growth cracks,
hail injury, scab, scale, split pits, worms, worm holes, leaf or limb rub injury; and free from
damage caused by bruises, dirt or other foreign material, other disease, insects or mechanical or
other means. In addition to the above requirements, each peach shall have not less than one-third
of its surface showing blushed, pink or red color.

§51.1211 U.S. Extra No. 1.

Any lot of peaches may be designated “U.S. Extra No. 1" when the peaches meet the
requirements of the U.S. No. 1 grade: Provided, That in addition to these requirements, 50

percent, by count, of the peaches in any lot shall have not less than one-fourth of the surface

blushed pink or sed color

§51.1212 U.S. No. 1.

“1J.S. No. 1" consists of peaches of one variety which are mature but not soft or overripe, well
formed, and which are free from decay, growth cracks, cuts which are not healed, worms, worm
holes, and free from damage caused by bruises, dirt, or other foreign material, bacterial spot,
scab, scale, hail injury, leaf or limb rubs, split pits, other disease, insects or mechanical or other
medns.




GRADES-
BASIC REQUIREMENTS

for U.S. No.1(Peaches)
O One variety
O Mature (not soft or overripe)
O Well formed; and

GRADES- FREE FROM
.|

U.S. No.1 (Peaches)
O Decay
) Growth cracks
() Cuts which are not well healed
) Worms
) Worm holes; and




GRADES- FREE FROM DAMAGE

U.S. No. 1 (Peaches)
O Bruises;
© Dirt or other foreign material;
) Bacterial spot;
() Scab;
() Scale;
© Hail injury;

GRADES- FREE FROM DAMAGE

cont.

. |
U.S. No.1 (Peaches)
O Leaf or limb rubs;
O Split pits;
() Other disease;
() Insects;
O Mechancial;
() Or other means




Tolerances- Shipping Point

Destination

olerances- En Route or at %




Tolerance review

Application of Tolerances [WseiaRioEEs

® For packages which contain more than 10 pounds, and a
tolerance of 10 percent or more is provided..., individual
packages in any lot shall not have more than one and one-
half times the tolerance specified.

@ For packages which contain more than 10 pounds and a
tolerance of less than 10 percent is provided, individual
packages in any lot shall have not more than double the

tolerance specified,

@ Except that at least one peach which is seriously damaged
by insects or affected by decay may be permitted in any
package.




Definitions —
Basic Requirements
.|

e What is “Mature?”
Means that the peach has reached the stage of growth
which will insure a proper completion of the ripening
process.

e What is “Damage by leaf or limb rubs?”

... When not smooth, or when not light colored, or
when aggregating more than % inch in diameter.

Peach Std.

§51.1212 U.S. No. 1.

“U.S. No. 17 consists of peaches of one variety which are mature but not soft or overripe. well
formed, and which are free from decay, growth cracks, cuts which are not healed. worms, worm
holes, and free from damage caused by bruses, durt, or other foreign material. bacterial spot.

scab. seale. hail injury, leaf or limb rubs. split pits. other disease. msects or mechanical or other
means.




Extras
]

Size Requirements

Color Requirements
Standard Pack (851.1217)
Marking Requirements
Sample Size (851.1214, included in tolerances)
Allowances

Standard for color
For watermelon

Peach Std. ~ Size requirements

Silel

§51.1216 Size requirements.

(a) The numerical count or a count-size based on equivalent tray pack size designations or the
minimum diameter of the peaches packed in a closed container shall be indicated on the
container.

(b) When the numerical count is not shown the mininum diameter shall be plainly stamped.
stenciled. or otherwise marked on the container in terms of whole inches. whole and half inches,
whele and quarter inches. or whole and eighth inches. as 2 inches minimum. 2-1/4 inches
minimum,. 1-7/8 inches minimum, in accordance with the facts. The mininmum and maximum
diameters may both be stated. as 1-7/8 to 2 inches. or 2 to 2-1/4 inches. in accordance with the
facts.

(c) “Diameter” means the greatest dimension measured at right angles to a line from stem to
blossom end of the fruit.

(d) In order to allow for variations incident to proper sizing. not more thm. by count.
of peaches in any lot may be below the specified minimum size and not more than 15 percent
may be above any specified maximum size.




Sweet Pepper Std. ~ example

( §51.32711 US. No. 1.
“U.5. No. 1" consists of mature green sweet peppers of similar varietal characteristics (except when
more than one variety and/or color are marked on the container), which are firm, fairly well shaped, and
free from sunscald and decay affecting calyxes andior walls, decay affecting stems, and free from
means.

e At Shipping Point
- Packing sheds
- Grower Fields

e At Receivers

(a) Size. Unless otherwise specified, the diameter of each pepper shall be not less than
2-1/2 inches and the length of each pepper shall be not less than 2-1/2 inches.

(b) Color. Any lot of peppers which meet all the requirements of this grade, except those relating to

green color, may be designated as "U.S. No. 1" with the characteristic color specified in connection with — After Transport

this grade, provided that at least 80 percent of the peppers show any amount of the specified

characteristic color, and provided further, that if the peppers fail to meet the color requirements of either — Distribution Center
“U.S. No. 1" or “U.S. No. 1 (color specified),” they may, when requested, be designated as “U.S. No. 1

Mixed Color” (See Tolerances, §51.3274). — Terminal Market

§51.3272 U.S. No. 2.




Frash Fruit and Vegetable Inspection Certificate
(Form FV-300)

An inspection cenificale is completed for every inspection performed by AMS graders and AMS-licensed
state personnel. This official document is accepted in all U.S. courts, and cescribes the quality andior
condtion factars of product packed at shipping pomnt lecations of fecetved at deslination markets

This page contamns & typical inspection certificate, broken out by major sections. Click on each section of
the inspection certificate to get a compiste explanation of its content

Inspection Procedures

e Sample product
- about 1%
- Random, representative
e Analyze/lnspect samples
e Prepare information and supporting documents
- Handwritten g
- Computer generated
e [ssue certification

http://www.ams.usda.gov
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Why Get an Inspection
Use of Certificates

e Product information—Quality and Condition
- Grower payment
- Information after storage
e \Verify sales contract
- At shipping point
- At destination
e Compliance with mandatory requirements
- Marketing Orders
Export Acts (Apples & Grapes)
- Import requirements
Institutional purchases (Government, Commissary, other)
e Letters of credit

o Advanced Search

o Search Tips

o Markat Mews Saarch
 Gomenoaty Aeas

F Warket Hows.
nd Tramsporaion Data

o
+ Seionen and Laboratoeion
+ Hatisnal Cvganis Pragram
|+ Commsdty Puchasing
+ Agrisuitural Transpariation
P Ymolatus usd Furmaes
|+ Fair Trading Regulations.
i3 W‘-m“

¥ Intomational Masktng

e
Agriculiural Marketing Service

s oxt ol e e
Service (AM5) offical g
make your farm or com|
preducts meel spechied grade or &

ach
2, Grading garvees ansure that they

Mors 3
What's naw?

® Havalatter on Trassing Dnitiatives for industry (B0F

= Cumant Inasastion Fas (FOF)

Last Modified Date: (410372008

<

USDA Grade Standards

ams.usda.gov/freshinspection

Ko Abaul lhe Services
Frowided

Dawnlsad Inipastion
Cortsiwates

Buy Tnspestion
Fquipmant (POF)

Raguast an Inspaction
Contact an Gffice

Knasw Frash Inspartisn’s
Values, Hission, Viskan

Kinow Fresh Customar
Service Standards.
PResources

How to Rasd FV-300
Papar Lartificats (FOF)

UB. Erade Blanmdards

Fedaral Ragivter Hatices

Media Help

Comnbead Adube Atrobal

ingtion Btalemant | Tnfsmatien Quatly | URAger | Whits Howss




