ACTIVE COMPOSTING OF ANIMAL MANURE
Course handout
1000 kg fresh manure
150 kg dried grass, bagasse, corn stalk etc.
50 kg loose soil
10 kg ground charcoal
45 kg limestone
Activator Skg molasses or sugar mixed with baker’s yeast
Clean water
Turning instruments
Water hose

Thermometer



Add manure over a layer of dried grass

Add soil over the manure

!

Add limestone carbon activator and sprinkle with water

}

Mix the material

}

Form a pile not exceeding 1.2-1.5 m in height

Check temperature at centre of pile after 3 days
(should be between 55-70°C)

}

Start the turning process

!

If the temperature is higher than 70°C add more straw and mix again
!
Daily turning and temperature measurements (55-70°C)
Cover the heap after daily turning for the first 12-15 days.
After first 15 days turn and measure temperature once every 8 days

The process is completed in about 50 days

(A good sign that composting is complete is a fall in

temperature to between 40-45°C)

Figure 8: Steps in active composting







